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IIM Calcutta confers its highest honour to four achievers 

Ashoke Nag, ET Bureau Nov 16, 2013, 12.06PM IST 
KOLKATA: It was the Annual Foundation Day of IIM Calcutta, a day when the institute's highest award is given out to 
some of the most distinguished alumni from past years. And, despite the achievements that they have scaled in the days 
that followed their passing out as IIMC grads, the alumni mingle with each other just like they used to as students 
decades back. 

This year, the IIMC Distinguished Alumnus Awards were handed out to Mr Ravindra Dhariwal, CEO, Bennett, 

Coleman & Co. Ltd for "his immense contribution as a corporate leader in the Indian media industry", to Prof 

Ravi Dhar, fellow of the University of California, for his "contribution in the field of consumer behaviour and 

marketing through extensive research and teaching", to Mr Bhupendra Madhiwala, social entrepreneur and 

founder of SHAPE, "for taking a path less trodden and bringing hope, happiness and promises to the lives of a 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/IIM%20Calcutta
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large number of underprivileged people" and finally, to Prof Venkatesh Shankar, professor of marketing and 

Coleman Chair in Marketing at Mays Business School, Texas A&M University, "for his outstanding 

contributions to the field of academia through teaching and extensive research". 

The evening took off with an absolutely surcharged IIMC Foundation Day talk by Dr Sam Pitroda, advisor to 

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on public information, infrastructure and innovations, and chairman, National 

Innovation Council. 

"The key to the country's development is inclusive growth and innovation. I graduated not too long ago — 

about 50 years," Pitroda said, much to the amusement of students who had thronged the auditorium. 

"I was born in a village. There were no doctors or basic facilities available there. My mother delivered eight 

kids and all at home. My father was a carpenter. Being Gujarati, my father sent me to a small boarding school in 

Gujarat. After school, my brother and I realised that we had to move to a bigger city. So we went to a college in 

Baroda. There I fell in love with a beautiful girl. My professor told me that nothing would happen in my life 

because I was always chasing that girl. By the way, she still remains my wife," Pitroda remarked to much 

laughter. 

He didn't have money, and so he borrowed cash, went to the US, studied electrical engineering and physics, 

worked for a few years in the US and then returned to India. He tried to call his wife in Chicago and could not 

get through after several attempts. He returned to the US and told his wife that he would work for the next 

decade fixing India's telephone network. But, what was essentially taking root in Pitroda's mind was the dire 

need of buoying up India's sagging infrastructural system. 

When he finally got to meet the late Indira Gandhi, he made a presentation. Indira was impressed and took him 

on to set in order India's IT and telecom sectors. When Indira Gandhi was assassinated, Sam Pitroda teamed up 

with Rajiv Gandhi. He had already set up the Centre for Development of Telematics by then. "The years with 

Rajiv were probably the best in my life. After he died, my heart broke. I worked with Narsimha Rao, but I was 

too emotionally drained. In 2004, I called Sonia and said I'll campaign for her. I came back from the US 

again.We have set up six technology missions," Pitroda said. His vision has broadened and spans the spectrum 

of utilities. 

Today, it's not just IT and telecom, but everything from water to sanitation and agriculture and spreading 

education to the impoverished. Meanwhile, Pitroda has had a heart attack, two multiple bypass surgeries and 

fought cancer. "But, there's no substitute for hard work and celebrating life without thinking of the destination," 

he said emphatically. 

Ravi Dhariwal took off from where Pitroda left. "I don't know why I'm here," said Dhariwal, as he received his 

award. "I remember I was 40 minutes late for my IIMC admission exams. I had fallen asleep. I was in IIT 

Kharagpur. However, I knew from the beginning that I would make a hopeless engineer," he said with a laugh. 

"My professor in IIMC failed me in the project I was doing at Levers. But HLL offered me a job when the time 

came. Then, I was working on overseas assignments with Pepsi. Now, I have had a ball at Bennett. But, finally, 

I think it's all luck," Dhariwal smiled.  
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IITs to study heritage buildings for ancient knowledge 

Prakash Kumar, November 16, 2013, DHNS: 

Taking note of the intelligence behind magnificent buildings and other structures built centuries ago, the 

government is engaging Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) to discover “ancient knowledge” and their 

application in modern technology and science. 
The Union Ministries of Culture and the Human Resource Development have also urged the premier technical 

institutes to provide their expertise in protection and preservation of various ancient heritage sites spread across 

the country. 

 

The collaboration between the government and the IITs has been titled “Science and Heritage Initiative – 

Sandhi”. 

 

“The idea is not only to preserve the present form but also ancient knowledge. Classical knowledge can still be 

useful. Cultural repository can be looked into at the IIT both from education and research perspectives. IITs will 

come forward,” Gaurav Raheja, an Assistant Professor at IIT Roorkee, told Deccan Herald. 

 

To start with, the Ministry of Culture recently invited the IITs to contribute in protection and preservation of 

nine historical sites, including the Red Fort in Delhi, Rajgir in Bihar and Bagh Caves in Madhya Pradesh. 

 

At Red Fort, the Ministry wants IITs to survey ground water and resistivity. With the monument facing seepage 

of water since long, the Ministry asked IITs to find a solution to the problem.  

 

The premier technical institutes were also urged to study earthquake evidence and water channel of old river 

system at Vigukot, Rann of Kach, in Gujarat. It also asked them for mathematical modelling of the Harappan 

city at Dholavira and area around Rann of Kach. The Ministry invited IITs to carry out scientific survey to 

understand the mounds of the ancient city of Rajgir in Bihar as well as locate earliest structures in the protected 

area in the Nalanda district. 

 

At a recent workshop organised by the government here on the issue, the ASI suggested that IITs could help it 

in condition assessment of monuments, heritage structures and provide remedial measures 

 

“The IITs can contribute to a great extent in our various projects for explorations, excavations and conservation 

in many ways,” an ASI official told Deccan Herald. 

 

The expertise of the IITs have been utilised by the government on many occasions in preservation and 

protection of historical sites in the past. 
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IIT-Gandhinagar, US institute tie up for electrical 
engineering education 
TNN N ov 16, 2013, 06.59A M IST 

AHMEDABAD: In a joint initiative, the Indian Institute of Technology, Gandhinagar (IITGn) 
and the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE), US, will develop a series 
of faculty development programmes for improving education in electrical engineering. 
Though the programmes will improve instruction in electrical engineering across the nation, 
the pilot project will begin from Gujarat. In fact, the state's engineering institutes will 

experience the specialized programmes this month itself between November 13 and 17. 

The FDP was envisaged in 2012 during a meeting of IIT-Gn and IEEE officials and a rigorous 
course content in four key areas of electrical engineering - introductory electronics, electronic 
devices, circuit analysis, and digital systems - was developed. 
"Before launching the FDP at the national level, we decided to conduct a pilot project for the 
electrical engineering faculty in Gujarat," said Prof Sudhir Jain, director, IIT-Gn. The pilot 
project will be conducted with the help of Gujarat Technological University (GTU). 
Over 200 faculty members of engineering institutes from across the state will be trained in the 
pilot project to be held between November 13 and 17. 
Participants will get web-based courses of study, teaching tools, instructor guides, sample 
problem sets, lab exercises, and online simulations for electrical, electronic, and computer 
engineering courses. 
Professors from IIT-Gn and Prof Michael Lightner, vice-president, educational activities of 
IEEE will be taking the classes. 
Prof Arup Lal Chakraborty, one of the four IIT-Gn professors who will be conducting classes 
for the FDP, said that going by the current state of affairs, they felt there was scope for 
improvement. The quality of electrical engineering education in the state could be enhanced by 
improving the method of teaching, he said."There has been a lot of advancement taking place 
in quality of teaching materials and teaching method and we want to introduce these through 

the FDP to teachers in the state," Chakraborty said 
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